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',‘light~duty txucks, we are presently evalvating the inform:

Dear Mr. McBride: ol el it AT g

to Mr. Richarg Harrington, Directer, Certificatioh‘hivision,

‘. Questions concerning poterntial Certification reguirements
3

- future date in the context of the policy we plan o implement
s

Washingtoa, D.C. 20013 P

. . . — RS P . ...

.

- This is in response to your letter of Rugust 16, 1578,

~in which you expressed your concern regarding the burden
Placed on the recrcational vehicle industry by the 1379 :
model year light-duty truck definition. Yoo ssked sgveral : :

~and tampering Penslitics assceciateq with-activities rerformed
by meabers of YCUT Organization. ‘Becavse your letter raised
issues which Primarily concerned eniorcement, it has been . T
forwarded to this Office for response. e

AS Mr. Thomas Preston of my staff euplained Suring e I b

.t telephone coenver=ation with ¥CL On Septenberr 1, 1878, the

following information is being providgead in licu of detailes

answers to the Questions contziped in your letter. e bhelieve

this information 2ddressce your concerns regarding 107

Yeax complete light-duty trucks. With respect to incomplere
ka3l

ation
- Presented in vour ictter, as well as additional Gata ,vecently
Provided by other industry associations. We intend to state

our policy for this class of vehicles in the near future.
Specific answers to Your guestions will be Provided at =

for 13980 model JEar complete and incomplete ight-duty trueck

For 1379 model Yyeaxr complete light-duty trucks, a
nmanufactiurer ©other than the original Tanufscturer (hereafter
“secondary ranvufacturex™) wyho produces motor homes or ’

CRultipurpose vehicles hy Converting vans will not e reguiregd
L0 obtain a certificate of conformity for any vehicle which
is introduceca into -commerce in a condition which exceeds the
Certified limits for welight or frontal arca. However, every
vehicle s01d to an vltinate purchaser npst he covered by the
etission Varranty mandated by section 207(z) of the Clean
MY hct (Actk).
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Vehicle modifications which add weight or frontal areca

‘will not be considered removing or renderinz inoperative

emiscion related components and, therefore, will not bhe
concidered a violation of the tampering prohibitions of-.
secticn 203(a)(3) of the Act., lowever, sccondary manu-
facturers who nodify vehicles s as toO remove the vehicles
from inclusion in the engine-systcm, evaporative emission
fTanmily “VugorauIVe emission control system combination (as
GCS““' 5ed in 40 C.F.R. 86.078-2 and HSAPC pdvicory Cirxcular
Wo, 52) in which the’ original vehicle was certified may b2
subject to the p“oscrlptlons against tampering or selling
uncertified vehicles Yndividuals who are Tot sure whether
their modificatiocns rnmove a vehicle from thes combination

- specified above may contact Kr. Parrlucton in order to obtain

an edvisory opinion.

_ With res pect to both con p icte
secondary manufacturers who wish to
those vehicles which were certified
vndexr regulations applicable to 1978 mo eax valCJ~s, may
8o so provided that the vehicles are covered by an emission
warranty.- Our endorsement of this procedure is only agﬁ¢1cable
ingofar as it precludes liability {or sale of uwncertifice
vehicles pursuant to section 203(a) of the Clean Rirx Act.
rederal cmission. standards, as well as fuel economy and safet
reguirements, related to the original manuvfacture date of the
vehicles will remain applicable. Moreover, any reguiraments

of the Fedcra- Trade Comnission, or other ¥cderal or state
agencies will, of course, also remain applicable.

L9:9 models :
nal manuviacturer

The policy delineazted in this letter pertains only to
1979 model year vehicles. This policy is being implemented
because you expressed concern that many wemhera of the van
modification industry 3id not understand the rawmifications of
the change in the light-3dvty truck regulations and, in light
of the xrc;ntlj parublved consequences, of the gdifficvlty in
effecting changes to the current practices of the industry at
this late date. While the manner in which we will treat
theee questions for 1980 and subscguent model year vehicles
is new under considaration, we fully cexpzct the rccreatloq
vehicle industyy members to begin wnrk:nc with the origin=z
manufacturers to achieve soluvtions to the preblewms presented
by your letter. Proauct;on of vehicles at weights and frontal
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arcas significantly beyord the certification limits is

not a prectice which we are likely to condone in the future,
Horcover, we reitexate cur concern that all rccreational
vehicles be covered by the emissions warranty.

We would zppreciate any comments that you or members of
your industry might have which would aid in our consideration
of this matter. In particvlar, we request iniormation vegarding
the weight and frontel area addéitions made by secondary manu-
facturers and, 1f availsble, tho number of vehicles actually
complcted above the certification and frontal zyea limiis for
1ight-3aty trucks. In addition, we woola liXC an. indication
of the apgproximate number of wehicles which, after completion,
wovld £fall intd the heaw ﬂ~6uuy class 1£xcat10n. :

. If you have any guestions, please feel free to contact
Mr. Preston at (202) 755-0944. ’ '

. Very truly yours, -

( L/ // -7,“:/’14_'::1.«.-‘1/ T gl

Charxles W. Frecd

Acting Director, Hobile Source

Enforcement Division (EN-340}
r

cc: Mr. Richard Harrington




